Novel methods for studying new antiepileptic drug pharmacology.
A number of new antiepileptic drugs act by indirect mechanisms and thus produce effects that may not best be measured by traditional blood studies of the drugs and their metabolites. Study of the indirect action of these drugs on GABA-mediated inhibition by microdialysis and nuclear MR spectroscopy has proved more relevant. These new investigative techniques may also prove valuable as compounds affecting glutamate or other excitatory neurotransmitters are developed.